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David Ca~e #· 14-08777 

TO JAIL PROPERTY: 

PROPERTY IMPOUNDED TO EVIDENCE: OTHER PROPERTY: 

SEIZEDFIREARMFORFORfEITUR.E? YES/NO EXPLAIN: 

Wll.L LIKELY FAIL TO APPEAR FOR FURTHER PROCEEDINGS: NO 

EXPLAIN: 

Wll.L INTIMIDATE OR 1NTERFERE WITH ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE: NO 

DETENTION REQUIRED TO PROTECT ARRESTEE FROM HERSELF/HIMSELF: YES 

EXPLAIN: 

DESCIUBE RELATION TO VIC: ASSAULT!V£: NO 

Ex-husband EXPLAIN: 
WEAPONS INVOLVED? NO EXPLAIN: 

U. S. CIT!Z£N7 
YES 

OTHER: (FTA. LACK OF COMMUNITY TIES, ETC.) 

EXPLAIN: 
COMMITTED A ClUM£ WHILE ANOTHER CASE IS PENDING: NO 

EXPLAIN 

PHYSICAL INJURY TO VICTIM I WITNESS I omCER: YES 

EXPLA!N:Severe burns and head injuries 
DANGER I THREAT TO COMMUNITY IF RELEASED? YES 

EXPLAIN: 

TYPES & AMOUNTS (WEIGHTS) 

SOURCE OF VALUE: VEH. YEAR: VEH.MAKE: 

PROPERTY CONTINUED: 

Synopsis I PC for Arrest 
(Include all elements of the crimes, date of violation, and location of crimes) 

VEH.MODEL: 

FAIR MARKET 

VALUE S 

SOURCE OF VALUE: 

On 11-16-14, at about 1910 hours, Lynnwood Police and Fire units were dispatched to 6219 193rd St SW, Lynnwood, 
Snohomish County, Washington, in reference to a residential fire: LFD Lt Puetz was with the first engil).e on scene. Upon 
approach, he could see heavy flames coming from the rear of the hours. Lt Puetz then saw a male, later identified as David 
Morgan, walk out of the smoke near the front door of the residence. Morgan was coughing and kept falling down. Lt Puetz 
asked Morgan if anyone else was in the house, and Morgan said "garage," while handing Lt Puetz a garage door remote. The 
garage door opener was malfunctioning, so LFD Firefighter Russell pulled the garage door open and found an unconscious 
female, later identified as Brenda Welch, on her back about two feet inside the garage. He noticed that Welch's head was lying 
in a pool of blood. He pulled her from the garage and she was transported to Harborview Medical Center. 

LFD Paramedic Miller, who was one of the medics who transported Welch, stated that she had what appeared to be second and 
third degree burns to her upper torso and head. She also had numerous lacerations to her head and was bleeding from one ear. 
The lacerations were consistent with blunt force trauma. Paramedic Miller said that when they transported Welch, she smelled 
strongly of gasoline. Welch is currently at Harborview Medical Center in critical condition, with what was described by medical 
personnel as life threatening injuries including multiple bums and a skull fracture. 

Morgan was transported to Swedish Edmonds and was admitted for observation. 

I arrived on scene at about 2050 hours. I was initially told that an 8-year-old girl was possibly in the house and was still 
unaccounted for. It was later learned that she was at her grandparents' residence in Mukilteo. I spoke with Thomas Anderson, 
who was at the scene. He advised that his son, Christopher Anderson, is Welch's fiance. He further stated that Welch was 
previously married to Morgan, but they are divorced and have an 8-year-old daughter in common,   Thomas said 
that Morgan has custody of  on the weekends, and that Welch picks her up at 1900 hours every Sunday night. He said that 
he was at Christopher and Welch's residence this evening, and that Welch left at about 1825 hours to pick up  

While officers were attempting to initially locate  they retrieved Welch's Samsung cell phone from her vehicle in the 
driveway. Christopher began to look through the phone to try to locate  grandparents' phone number, and he located text 
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messages between Welch and Morgan, which indicated that Welch was supposed to pick up  at 1900 hours. Welch's 
Samsung model SCH-i515 cell phone was taken for evidence. 

I conducted a cursory walk-around of the residence. I observed that there was relatively little fire damage to the garage, except a 
small section in the area of the door that leads into the house. The bottom floor of the residence was mostly destroyed by fire. 
From the outside, it appeared that a large room on the bottom floor sustained the heaviest fire damage. This room opens to the 
rear patio via a set of double doors. It did not appear that the room contained any furniture, and the walls appeared to be bare of 
sheetrock, as though the room was possibly being remodeled. 

I then went to Swedish Edmonds and spoke with Morgan. Morgan stated that he has been sick for the past few days and needed 
to rest, so  spent the night with his mother the night before. He was supposed to pick her up before Welch came to get her 
at 1900 hours, but he fell asleep in a chair upstairs after he got home from work. He said that he was awakened by someone 
striking him in the head. He said that it was dark and he didn' t see anyone, but he thought he remembered hearing a voice, 
possibly Welch's, saying something. He somehow fell to his knees and was struck in the head again. Morgan said he believed 
he lost consciousness, and when he awoke he smelled smoke. He went downstairs through thick black smoke and saw that the 
rear wall of his dining room (the room with the double doors to the patio) was engulfed in flames. Welch was standing in front 
of the wall, and she was also engulfed in flames. She ran toward him and he fell over, attempting to get away from her. She fell 
to her hands and knees in the kitchen, and he pulled her burning sweater off of her and used it to extinguish her hair, which was 
also on fire. He ran outside and found that his hose was frozen, so he filled a bucket with water. He fell down and spilled the 
water, so he just lay there. The fire department arrived and a firefighter asked him if he had keys to the house. Morgan said he 
didn' t have the keys, and he went to his unlocked vehicle and got the garage door remote. He handed it to the firefighter so they 
could get into the house. He then told me that he thought Welch was in the garage because he heard sounds coming from there. 

Morgan said that he has not had communication with Welch in a couple of weeks. He then said that he has custody ofl  
every weekend, and that Welch picks her up every Sunday at 1900 hours. He said that she normally knocks on the door and 
does not have keys, but she has a garage door remote. Morgan denied that he recently exchanged any text messages with Welch. 
He said we could check his phone, but he could not remember his phone's passcode. His yellow iPhone SC was taken for 
evidence. 

I observed that Morgan's hair was slightly singed, but. that he did not have any other injuries consistent with being in close 
proximity to a fire. His hands were not burned as would be expected if he pulled a flaming sweater off of Welch and used it to 
put out the fire on her head. He had dried blood on the backs of both of his hands, which he could not explain. He also had 
several superficial cuts across the inside of his right wrist, which he could also not explain. He had a small lump on his 
forehead, but stated that he had been struck on the top of his head. 

I interviewed LFD Lt Puetz in additional detail. He stated that he never asked Morgan about house keys, and that Morgan never 
went to his vehicle to get the garage door remote. Lt Puetz stated that Morgan had the remote in his hand from the time he first 
saw him. He also said that it was not possible that Morgan spoke with any other firefighters before Lt Puetz, as he was with the 
first engine on scene and his firefighters were attending to other duties. 

The above was written by Det. Jorgensen. Below was added by Sgt. Cohnheim. 

On 11117/14 at 1955 hours, Morgan was taken into ·custody at Swedish Edmonds. He was booked into the Lynnwood Jail on the 
charges of Attempted Murder 1st Degree and Arson 1st Degree. 

I advised Morgan of his constitutional rights from my prepared card. At 2005 hours Morgan stated that he did not wish to talk 
and requested an attorney. 
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