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October 25, 2016 
 
Maia D. Bellon, Director 
WA State Department of Ecology  
Attention: Director’s Office 
PO Box 47600 
Olympia, WA 98504-6700 
 
RE: City of Edmonds Shoreline Master Program Comprehensive Update; and 
 Response to Department of Ecology’s Conditional Approval 
 
Dear Ms. Bellon: 
 
We are writing to you as a three-member minority of the seven-member Edmonds City Council that responded 
last week to the Department of Ecology’s conditional approval of the City’s Shoreline Master Program.   
 
While we respect the Council majority vote, we think it also fair to let you know that the City Council decision 
was divided on a 3-4 vote regarding the appropriate width of the buffer/setback affecting a part of the 
Edmonds Marsh (i.e., the Urban Mixed Use IV designation).   On this issue, the three of us dissented from the 
majority because we believe the Marsh environment is more likely to be improved within the next few years by 
allowing a reasonable level of development for which enhancing the Marsh—for example, through buffer 
restoration and a more effective stormwater management system—would be required.  We are concerned that 
the proposed 110-foot buffer with an additional 15- foot building setback (totaling 125 feet) takes up such a 
significant amount of private property that the owners will not be motivated to redevelop and improve the 
marsh environment. 
 
We also support the Mayor’s letter to you about this same topic. 
 
Our preference is to accept Ecology’s proposal for a buffer in this one area to be 50 feet plus a 15-foot building 
setback, as the Department of Ecology proposed.  The area is already developed and has very little actual 
buffer at this time.  Our desire is to improve the Marsh habitat as soon as is practically possible and we are 
concerned a 125 foot setback will delay real enhancements to the Marsh far into the foreseeable future.  
 
Thank you for considering these concerns. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Thomas Mesaros   Dave Teitzel   Neil Tibbott 
Councilmember    Councilmember   Councilmember  
 
Cc:  City Council  
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