
October 20, 2016 

Edmonds City Council Members 

Edmonds City Hall 

121 5
th
 Avenue North 

Edmonds, Washington 98020 

Honorable Council Members: 

 

The Edmonds Economic Development Council has formed an ad hoc subcommittee to specifically provide 

suggestions and generate ideas and discussion regarding the current parking challenges within the Downtown 

Edmonds business district.  As Edmonds continues to grow as a vibrant tourist, arts, and entertainment draw for both 

residents and non-residents, it is important to address the availability of parking as convenient parking is a major 

driver to continued economic growth. Many of our recommendations follow similar recommendations in the Victoria, 

BC Transport Policy Institute which provides ample evidence for spurring redesign and idea generation for the 

Edmonds downtown parking issues.  The study can be found here: http://www.vtpi.org/park_man.pdf .  For this 

reason, we posit the following recommendations are worthy of greater exploration by the Edmonds City Council, and 

welcome your comments and discussion on these items: 

Parking Enforcement 

We believe consistent enforcement of the current regulations, including an emphasis on three hour parking, may 

provide significant relief to the shortage of parking during peak times. While we understand the complexities of 

ongoing staffing, we encourage the city provide full staffing for enforcement in a manner which balances 

enforcing regulations while keeping downtown friendly and inviting to all.  To this end, we support the 

continuation of the discounted fine system where the standard fine of $40 can be reduced by 50% if paid 

promptly.  

 

Once fully staffed, enforcement should consider unique needs of some areas of the downtown and waterfront 

where some park personal and commercial vehicles in business and residential areas for long periods 

(overnight, weekends and holidays).  Perhaps, in addition to standard enforcement, these regular users of long 

term parking could be informed or encouraged to use the rental parking opportunities available at the Port of 

Edmonds and private operators in town. 

 

Redrawing Employee Permit Boundaries 

It is time to re-evaluate the employee parking zones within Downtown Edmonds to free up valuable parking for 



patrons of our local businesses.  Using the map available on the City of Edmonds website, a study should be 

conducted to determine the viability of including both Edmonds and Bell Streets in the three-hour parking zones, 

and shifting the employee parking further away from Fifth Avenue and Main Street.  We recognize there will be a 

need for accessible zones, and are not addressing any changes to current accessible spaces in this 

recommendation. 

 

Good Neighbor Program 

In conjunction with the Downtown Improvement District, a “good neighbor” approach to parking may also create 

additional capacity. Parking utilized during normal business hours generally often sits vacant during weekends 

and evening hours.  We are exploring the opportunity to approach local businesses about their willingness to join 

a program allowing parking after business hours in spaces otherwise unused during evenings or weekends. 

 

Improved Signage 

Appropriate visible signage to better indicate parking within the Downtown Edmonds area will help relieve 

parking congestion.  Building on recent improvements in signage by the Downtown Improvement District, 

additional focus on bright, easily visible, and identifiable directional signage to parking should be strongly 

considered and funded 

In conclusion, adequate accessibility and parking capacity are major drivers for economic growth in the City of 

Edmonds.  The consideration, refinement and adoption of these low cost, easily implemented ideas can increase 

throughput and capacity, while forestalling the need to seriously consider a metering or paid parking systems, and 

enhancing the overall vitality of the Downtown Business District. 

 

Very Respectfully, 

Jamie Reece 

Chair 

Edmonds Economic Development Council 

 


