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Introduction
In December of 2015, the Whidbey Camano Land Trust 
learned that there were two large properties at Barnum 
Point, on either side of the current county park, that were 
in danger of being sold and that the landowners of four 
nearby low-bank properties (the grandchildren of Sterling 
Jones Barnum) were also willing to sell if Barnum Point 
County Park could be expanded. 
By taking out a bridge loan from The Conservation Fund 
(www.conservationfund.org), we temporarily protected 
a 35-acre property (the Core Tract shown in light green 
on the map above). We then began an urgent public 

fundraising campaign to protect the 37-acre easternmost 
property at Barnum Point (the East Tract shown in dark 
green above). Thanks to donations from more than 600 
supporters and salmon recovery grant funding from the 
state, we purchased the East Tract in October 2016. 
Since purchasing the East Tract in October of 2016, the land 
trust team has been working in partnership with Island 
County and Friends of Camano Island Parks (FOCIP) to get 
the Core Tract and East Tract properties ready for use as a 
park and to prepare to transfer ownership and management 
of the properties to Island County later this year.
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The map above shows the three large tracts of land we are working to protect to expand Barnum Point County Park. The East Tract (dark green) is protected, 
the Core Tract (light green) is temporarily protected, and protection for the West Tract (white) is underway.
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The land trust team and our partners are actively working to 
prepare the Barnum Point properties to expand the county 
park. Below are some of the highlights of our work:

Structure Removal 
In order for the East Tract to be ready to open as a park, two 
houses (one on the shore and one on the bluff) and a number 
of smaller outbuildings need to be removed. 

Moving the Shore House
Land trust staff engaged the services of renowned house 
movers, Nickel Brothers of Seattle, who are scheduled to 
remove the shore house by barge by the end of this winter. It 
will be sold and installed in a new location.

Disassembling the Bluff House
Asbestos, found in the floor of the house, has been 
professionally abated. Pending approval of an Island County 
permit, the bluff house is ready to be deconstructed and 
repurposed by Re-Use Consulting, a preeminent material 
salvage group from Bellingham.

Concrete and Debris Removal
Several tons of residential debris and trash was also hauled off 
the site by Camano Salvage debris removal service. Following 
the removal of all structures, a local excavating company, 
Austin’s Lend-a-Hand of Stanwood, will remove the remaining 
concrete foundations for reuse.  

Securing the Property
• Gates have been installed to address a wood poaching 

issue on the property.

• Island County Parks staff members and FOCIP volunteers 
have stepped in to help monitor the properties.

Trail Improvement 
• Island County Parks and FOCIP have also been working to 

maintain and improve the existing trail system across the 

properties, and decommission sections of trail on which 
public use could negatively impact sensitive wildlife. 

• Island County Parks has recently completed a section of 
boardwalk over seasonally inundated wetlands that was 
critical for trail connectivity across the future park. And 
FOCIP volunteers have upgraded sections of a dilapidated 
boardwalk in preparation for public use.

Opening the Park
Once the structures are removed, Island County will open 
Barnum Point County Park to the public under an interim 
public use management plan that has been approved by the 
county commissioners. This initial park offering will expand the 
original 27 acres, currently owned by the county, to include 
both the 37-acre East Tract and the 35-acre Core Tract.

Finishing the Park
We are working closely with the owners of the four low bank 
properties (West Tract), which is the final piece of the park 
expansion, with the goal of acquiring this critical low-bank 
waterfront by early 2018. 

Six grants have been submitted (one federal, four state, and 
one local) to secure the funds necessary for acquisition of 
the four West Tract parcels and repay the land trust’s bridge 
loan on the Core Tract. We’ve secured $1 million dollars of 
federal funds. We need to secure state and local grant funding 
to acquire the remaining properties and complete the park 
expansion. We will contacting project supporters to advocate 
on behalf of this project.

Park Management Plan
Finally, the land trust is working with Island County, with input 
from FOCIP, to develop a long-term park management plan. 
The plan, which will guide the care and oversight of the park, 
will be approved by the county and the land trust prior to the 
final acquisition of the West Tract properties that will complete 
the park in early 2018.

Nickel Brothers has placed the shore house on a platform in preparation for 
transporting it by barge to an industrial dock in Seattle. 

Preparing Barnum Point to Become a Park

Once the expanded park opens, visitors will be able to enjoy a mile of 
continuous walkable beach. 


