
 

 

CITY OF EDMONDS 

2023 STATE LEGISLATIVE AGENDA 

 

Transportation 

Request: Program $22.5 million allocated under the Move Ahead Washington Transportation 
package in the 2025-27 Biennium for SR99 Revitalization Project Stage 3 and begin work to 
secure funding for future phases for the 2027-29 Biennium.  

The City of Edmonds places a high priority on both safety and social and environmental justice 

throughout our community.  The Highway 99 Corridor and its surrounding neighborhoods have 

historically been under-served, with lower levels of parks and public spaces, community 

gathering facilities, and safe, multimodal transportation improvements.  

In tandem with this Community Renewal Plan, the City will pursue multiphase transportation 

improvements along the Corridor, costing upwards of $243 million, including accompanying 

utility improvements.  This significant public investment will also promote private investment 

along the corridor, and bring needed jobs, affordable housing and services to an underserved 

community of Edmonds.   

Thanks to the legislature’s support in providing $39 million from the Connecting Washington 

and Move Ahead Washington transportation packages, we will complete the initial 

transportation and pedestrian safety improvements in spring 2023 and have started design on 

the next stages of improvements.     

Edmonds Marsh 

The Legislature in the 2021 Session approved a proviso for the duration of the 2021-2023 
biennium that provided Edmonds first right of purchase of the former UNOCAL site when it 
transfers to WSDOT. These provisions are in effect until 6/30/23. The clean-up process will take 
through 2025, and therefore will require an extension of the first right of purchase.  
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In 2021, the Legislature earmarked $258,000 to help fund the potential purchase of the 
UNCOCAL property. Request that these funds be reallocated to the 2023-25 Biennium. 

Gun Violence Prevention 

Gun violence and the injuries and death that result from it constitute a public health crisis, 

including the mental health impacts on many communities.  We support continued efforts for 

legislation addressing the prevention of gun violence.  

Environmental and Climate-Related Issues 

Monitor and support potential environmental-protection measures, including those that would 

enhance the Puget Sound ecosystem, including the impacts of coal and oil trains, drought 

management, toxics control and clean-up, as well as measures associated with climate change, 

crumb rubber athletic field infill, remediation of culverts under state highways, banning plastic 

bags, etc.  Support state-level actions called out in our Climate Action Plan: 

 Support legislation to require gas supply systems statewide to be carbon-neutral 

by 2045 

 Support changes to the state building code to achieve net-zero energy 

consumption in new buildings by 2030 

 Support the long-term plan for electrifying the Washington State Ferry fleet 

Other Significant issues 

1. Housing affordability & availability & accessibility 

 Support a proactive approach to create new tools/incentives/revenues for cities 
to use to support increasing housing supply and addressing affordability. Cities 
need resources to encourage development of housing at all income levels and 
particularly state funding to support housing for the lowest income levels. 

 Support increased funding for the Housing Trust Fund. 
 

2. Infrastructure funding 

 Fully fund the Public Works Assistance Account (PWAA), including allowing the 
current revenue diversions to sunset at the end of fiscal year 2023 and refraining 
from further transfers or diversions of funds to other infrastructure programs or 
other non-infrastructure accounts. 

 Explore expanding state funding opportunities to assist with maintenance and 
operations of local infrastructure.  

 Support legislation which helps local municipalities with ongoing maintenance due 
to the passing of SB 5974 which requires state transportation projects over 
$500,000 to include Complete Street characteristics.   
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3. Support Parks and Open Space 

 Support robust funding for Capital Budget programs that invest in the outdoor 
recreation sector.  

 Support funding to help local parks agencies address severe maintenance 
backlogs exacerbated by COVID-19 

 Support technical change to the Derelict Vessel Removal Program statute  

 

4. Puget Sound Health and Salmon/Orca  

 Support $82 million for Salmon Recovery Funding Board in the Recreation and 
Conservation Office budget (RCO). 

 Support $65.4 million for Puget Sound Acquisition and Restoration in the RCO 
budget. 

 Support state agency budget requests for monitoring salmon populations, and 
for studies and management of predation, disease, and other issues that affect 
WRIA 8 salmon populations.   

 Support legislation that seeks to improve regulatory protections for areas that 
are important for salmon habitat, including proposals to define and implement 
“net ecological gain.” 

 Support efforts to improve existing funding opportunities to support salmon 
recovery and Puget Sound restoration priorities.   

 Support legislation and funding requests that promote stormwater management 
planning, coordination, and implementation at a watershed scale. 

 Support legislation that prioritizes implementation of natural drainage systems, 
such as low impact development and green stormwater infrastructure, at the 
watershed scale. 

 Support efforts to address effects of climate change on salmon and salmon 

habitat. 

 

5. Blake decision response 

 Support additional investments to help cities with the costs created by the 
changes resulting from the Blake decision on how possession of controlled 
substances is handled by the criminal justice system including funding to help 
offset the costs of process criminal conviction vacations and repaying legal 
financial obligations as well as support for ongoing costs for diversion programs 
and municipal court impacts. 

 Support more state investment in alternative response teams, treatment facilities 
for adults and juveniles, treatment in jails, as well as funding to provide social 
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workers, treatment providers and system navigators to help direct people to 
treatment.  

 Support clarification regarding the crime of possession of a controlled substance 
so individuals, law enforcement, and treatment providers can respond 
appropriately. Revise the current system of two referrals prior to criminal charges 
so that it can be more effectively administered across the state. 
 

6. Transportation Funding 

 Identify sustainable, ongoing transportation funding, including Road Usage Charge 
(RUC), as a revenue source for cities’ unique transportation funding needs, with a 
specific dedicated revenue directed to cities. Funding should recognize the unique 
challenges both urban and rural communities experience and their unique needs 
including funding for maintenance of existing transportation infrastructure. 

 Support funding and options for cities and counties to create innovative “last mile” 
solutions. 
 

7.  Funding for arts and the creative economy 

 Support efforts to create funding sources which support creative businesses and 
nonprofits abilities to connect communities, particularly youth, with the arts. 

8. GMA Planning & permitting  

 Engage in the GMA reform conversation and look to secure dedicated planning 
funding in recognition of proposed new responsibilities in areas such as climate 
change and salmon recovery that cities can support. 
 

9. Behavioral health  

 Support creating greater access to behavioral health services including substance 
abuse treatment and dual diagnosis treatment facilities. 

 Support continued state funding to help communities establish alternative 
response programs like co-responder programs, diversion programs, and others 
that provide options beyond law-enforcement for responding to situations with 
individuals suffering from behavioral health issues. 
 

10. Public safety vehicular pursuits  

 Support clarification of the ability to conduct vehicular pursuits using a reasonable 
suspicion standard in order to address concerns about impacts to public safety 
and allow for effective and safe pursuit of suspects when there is an immediate 
threat to public safety. Cities will continue to support safety standards and training 
for officers who engage in vehicular pursuits.  
 

  


